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. ENGLISH TRAVELLERS IN THE GRAIANS 
(Continued) 

BY MICHAEL ROBERTS 
0 

HEN foreign travel was resumed, the majority of English 
. travellers still kept to the familiar carriage road, though the 

anonymous author of the Journal of a 1,our in France, 
Switzerland and Lombardy, who came over the Mont Cenis.from Susa 
in the autumn of 1818, had heard of the mule track leading north from 
Lanslebourg : 

Travellers who can endure fatigue for the sake of fine mountain scenery, · 
may here turn from the high road, and walk over the Vanoise, and the Cold~ 
Bonhomme to Contamines, thence over the Furca to Chamounix: by so doing 
they will enjoy some of the finest prospects in Switzerland, with continual views 
of Mont Blanc. · 

. 

There was now a new hotel at Lanslebourg, originally built as a barracks 
for the officers of the French garrison.1 When the French lost their: 
control over Savoy, the building had been purchased by a Savoyard 
and his English wife, and had become the Hotel d'Angleterre. ' It 
was not in any respect cleaner than the French inns, but we were willing 
to encourage a countrywoman, and our little English hostess told us 
that she intended to make it very nice by and by. . . . ' 2 

. . Pennington, in x8xg, found Lanslebourg (which he calls Lansberg) 
'~ a :neat little town, consisting of two streets .... In the town are the 
iuins of several houses which were burnt by the carelessness of the 
Austrians, who, on quitting, left lighted straw in them.' 3 He put 
up at the Hotel d'Angleterre, where the little Englishwoman was 
obviously ·making her mark 4 : 'We fan~ied ourselves, for the time, 
in our own beloved country, and reg~led on tea and toast, by a blazing 
wood fire.' In Murray Forbes' Diary of a Traveller over Alps and 
Appennines (1824), however, we r~ad: 'Thursday, Jan. gth. Crossed 
Mont Cenis to sleep at the Engli~h hotel at Lanslebourg, where the 
landlady, who was an Englishwoman, is lately dead.' . 
· · Meanwhile, the Little St. Bernard ~as coming into its own. De. 
Ltic's Histoire du Passage des Alpespar Annibal was published in 1818 ; 
and in the autumn of 1819 two young gentlem-en from .Oxford, im
pressed .by de Luc's arguments, but f~eling the. nee<;!· for personal 
observation, set out to trace the route for .them~elves. Starting froqt 
Lyons~ Henry Wickham and J .• A.... <;ramer· travell~d by Chambery and 

1 An engraving, showing the conqition of Lanslebourg in I8I7, appears in 
Elizabeth · Batty's Italian ·Scenery, x8i2. . . · 

2 Journal of a Tour in France, S witzerland and Lombardy, 1821. 
1

3 ·~enni.ngton: 4 Jo~rney into various earts of Europe, 1825 . 
: · 4 Her husband had been· a courier, says Brockedo~; and Daniel Wilson 

·.tells us that. she was married in ~ xS14: :, 1 
- . . • • • • •• • • • .. • 
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Montmelian, up the valley of the Isere to Seez, and then crossed the 
Little St. Bernard to Aosta and Turin. The journey convinced them 
that this was indeed the route described by Polybius, and they pub
lished their conclusions in their Dissertation on the Passage of Hannibal 
over the Alps (182o) . Nevertheless, to make assurance double sure, 
they returned to the Alps in 182I, and crossed the Col d'Argentiere 
and the Col de Viso. Two years later they re-examined the Little 
St .. Bernard ; having also crossed the Mont Cenis and the Great St. 
Bernard, and happily unable to foresee the ingenuity of later writers, 
they were able to assert that they had left no ground unexplored.5 

For many years the course of Hannibal remained one of the major 
interests of English travellers in these parts, though before long this 
enthusiasm for a nice mixture of pedestrianism and classical scholarship 
was somewhat overshadowed by the religious zeal of pilgrims who 
followed, as closely as the exigencies of the carriage road permitted, the 
route of the suffering Waldenses in their Glorieuse Rentree of I 689. 

Scientific interests were, however, beginning to assert themselves 
against those of the historian. Robert Bakewell, the slightly unorthodox 
geologist (I768-1843), set out from Aix on July 24, 1821. Leaving 
' the gloomy and crowded city of Chamberry ' a few days later, he 
and Mrs. Bakewell went on to L'Hopital (Albertville) and thence (after 
various geological excursions) to Moutiers and Brides-les-Bains, where 
they spent most of August. The hot springs (which had been known 
in earlier times but had disappeared for many years) had recently 
reappeared, following an inundation, and the people of Moutiers had 
promptly formed a company and built baths. 'We were, excepting 
one gentleman, the first English who had visited these baths, and we 
found the company, both at our own hotel and the neighbouring 
houses, disposed to shew us all the civilities that lay in their po\ver.' 
On the way up to Brides, Bakewell had admired the snow-covered 
Planey, 'like the dome of an august temple,' and the' fantastic spire 
of the Aguille de Vannoise, a taper pyramid of rock, at least 8ooo ft. 
in height,' as well as the' Pan de Sucre, a mountain of gypsum, in the 
form of a truncated or compressed cone.' 6 Wishing to examine the 
upper part of the valley of the Doron, Bakewell set out early one morn
ing from Brides and drove to Bozel. The wax image of the Virgin in 
the chapel of Notre Dame de Bozel was at that time an object of 
pilgrimage to childless women : ' There is no end to the labours that 
superstitious Catholics expect the Virgin to perform, without regarding 
her repose or dignity: observes Bakewell, father of a thriving family. 

From Bozel, Mr. and Mrs. Bakewell passed up the valley as far as 
Villard Goitrou (le Villard-de-Bozel) where the road divided and was 
no longer practicable for carriages. ' The road on the left passes over 
the mountains into the valley of the lsere, and that on the right to Lans 
le Bourg, in the Maurienne.' The 'Pan de Sucre,' which Bakewell 

6 Dissertation (Second edition, 1828), p. viii. 
6 Bakewell's 'Planey' is the Grand Bee, his 'Aguille de Vannoise' is the 

Pointe de la Vuzelle, and his 'Pan de Sucre' is the Dent de Villard . 
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had admired from down the valley, was now immediately above the 
travellers, on the opposite side of the river. Hoping to get a nearer 
view of the 'Aguille de Planois,' Mr. and Mrs. Bakewell walked up 
the valley to the right and inspected the Gorge de Bellentre. 'In 
returning, the precipice along which we had passed seemed more 
terrific than on our approach, and I found the most secure method of 
advancing was to turn my back to it, and catch hold of the plants 
above.' How Mrs. Bakewell got on, we are not told, but it is clear that 
the two tourists returned safely to Brides. 

A few days later, they set out from Moutiers to cross the Little St. 
Bernard to Courmayeur : 

The road from Moutiers to the Bourg St. Maurice being very bad for a 
~arriage, it was past nine o'clock when we arrived at. our inn in the latter place, 
though we left Moutiers at half-past-two : the distance is about sixteen miles. 
We had heard a good character of our host and his inn, and were not disap
pointed ; he was a respectable looking man, much like a substantial English 
fanner. 7 

• 

Owing to bad weather, Bakewell did not visit the silver mines at 
Peisey, but he knew that they had been worked by an English company 
until 1760, and he was familiar with the composition of the ore: 'a 
dark, fine-grained argentiferous galena, }or sulphuret of lead.' The 
bad weather also caused Bakewell to abandon his intention of crossing 
the Little St. Bernard; and the Val de Tignes, in rain and cloud, was 
no more attractive than the Little St. Bernard: 

Nothing can be more dreary and desolate than the general appearance of 
the country in the upper part of the valley of the Isere, beyond Bourg St. 
Maurice to Mont Iseran, where the valley tenninates. Black and frowning 
mountains, with a few firs on their lower slopes, and their bases covered by 
bare stones, brought down by eboulements, and here and there a few scattered 
habitations, and a marsh along the bottom of the valley, offer no allurement to· 
the traveller, to visit the source of the Isere. 

Insensitive to the interests of a later chronicler, who would wish to 
record some enterprise worthy of a successor of Needham and 
Wilkinson, the pusillanimous Bakewell turned back and rejoined Mrs. 
Bakewell and the char-a-cote, thus bringing his exploration of these 
regions to an end. 

A more enterprising traveller, and one whose example had a profound 
influence on British Alpine travel, was, however, already in training. 
William Brockedon 8 had already twice crossed and re-crossed the 
Alps when, on the evening of July 25, 1824, he set out by the Dover 
coach from London. In that year's tour he and his friend Clarkson 
Stanfield travelled from Chamonix to Chatillon, then back by way of 
the Mont Genevre to B_rian~on, La Grave and Bourg d'Oisans, then 
by Bourg St. Maurice and the two St. Bernards to Martigny. Next 
year, after crossing into Piedmont by the Mont Cenis, he went up Val 

7 Travels, comprising Observations made during a Residence ·in the Tarentaise, 
etc., 1823. 

8 William Brockedon, F.R.S. (1787-I854), was one of the founders of the 
Geographical Society, and also a regular exhibitor at the Royal Academy. 
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Tournanche and over to Zermatt and Saas, then by the. Mo;nte: Moro 
to · Macug.naga and the Grisons. The tours of 1824 and 1825 are 
described,- with Brockedon's endearing· vivacity, toleration and . good 
manners, in his Journals of Excursions ·in the Alp$ (1833). . 

Brockedon's original purpose (inspired by the Dissertation of Cramer 
and Wickham) had been to illustrate the route of Hannibal ; . but his 
ambitions were soon extended to all the main passes of the Alps. !le: 
returned to the Alps in 1826, 1828 and 1829, and in each of the years 
from 1833 to 1836. We know little of his itineraries in 1826 and 1828 :; 
but a. few scattered references in Illustrations of the Passes of the Alps 
show that he revisited Lanslebourg and the l,.,ittle St. Bernard during 
th~se years as well as ranging from Barcelonnette to the Stelvio • .. At 
the tiine when the second volume of the Illustrations was published 
(1829), Brockedon had already traversed the Alps nearly sixty times, and 
crossed the great barrier into Italy by more than thirty different passes. 

In a series of articles in Blackwood's ll!lagazine in r836, ~nd in 
Fraser's Magazine (1839), Brockedon described some of his later 
journeys. The extracts are not given in chronological order ; but it is 
clear from the articles in Fraser's Magazine that the crossing of the Col 
d'Iseran described in Blackwood in August 1836 took place in 1829, 
and that the other tours described in Blackwood took place in 1833, 
1834 and 1835.9 · · · 

lh 1829, Brockedon travelled· by diligence to ·Anne~y and l'Hopital
Conflans (Albertville ), and up the valley of the lsere to Bourg. St. 
Maurice, where he put up as usual at the Hotel des Voyageurs. Early 
next day, he set out on foot, accompanied by Philippe May et, the son 
of the innkeeper at Bourg, and passing by Seez, reached I,Ja Thuile de 
Ste Foy ' by a villainous path.' The view of the Pourri from ·this 
point is alw~ys impr~ssive; and on a later tour, Brockedon made it the 
subject of a drawing.10 In his journal for 1829 he speaks of the valley 
as one of the most striking in the 1\lps. . · . · 

Forests of vast pines clothe the face of almost perpendicular rocks; and in 
the deep gorges, the noisy rushing of the Isere is heard, as if in these solitudes 
its course was cheered by the sound it makes in its progress ; the scene and the· 
sound excite deep emotion; and towering over this sombre valley, rises one 
of the grandest mountains in the Alps from its magnitude, ·and one of the most 
beautiful from its form its vast mass of snow and gfaciers surrnounted by a 
triangular · pyr~mid of. pure white, with its angles sharp as a geometrical model. 
I had seen it in my rambles from many points of view ; the first time, in crossing 
the Bonhomme it is always a striking object but I could never obtain a name 

. ' 

' 
9 The key to the whole sequence is given in Fraser' s Magazine (February 

1839), where Brockedon speaks of a chance meeting at St. Martin's with two 
friends, ' one the greatest landscape painter in the world.' Turner was at 
St'. Martin's with H. A. ]. Munro in i836 (A. J. Finberg: Life of J. M. W. 
Turner, 1939}, and in that year only. The two articles in Fraser's Magazine 
contain references to weather conditions, etc., in the previous _year which show 
that the tour described in Blackwood in May 1836 took place in 1835, and the 
crossing of the Col du Mont (Blackwood, March I 836) in I-834· The references 
to Pont in the narrative of the 1835 tour show that Brockedon's . first visit 
(Blackwood, January and April 1836) took place in 1833. 

10 Reproduced by W. Beattie in The Waldenses, 1838. • 
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for it upon which two persons appear to agree. Below· Bourg .St. Maurice, it 
was called the mountain of Pesey in the valley of the Doron, the Planey and 
PJantetei in the Val de Tignes, the Mont de Tignes or Mont St. Foi and 
in the map accompanying the ' Mesure d'un arc du parallele moyen,' by the 
Piedmontese and Austrian officers, it is called the Mont du Chaffe-quarre. Its 
form is instantly recognised when visible in the chain, and is never forgotten.1~ 

At Tignes, young Mayet advised Brockedon to go on to. La Val, 
where there '"Tas an auberge, and the two therefore made their way up 
the gorges : · .. 

At length we' reached another opening in the valley, and the spire of the 
highest church-village appeared surrounded by a few houses. What was ealled 
the auberge, was a 'filthy miserable den; but there was a readiness to oblige, . 
and a zeal in my service which reconciled me to the privations it threatened. 

With the eye of the experienced traveller, Brockedon noted the passes 
that lead out of the valley the Col de la Leisse (' Col de la Large ') 
leading from Tignes to Termignon, the Col de Rhemes leading to ·the 
Val de Rh ernes, and the Col de la Galise, leading over to the v.,. al 
d'Orco. More tolerant than Livy, who spoke of the 'homines intonsi 
et inculti ' of Savoy, Brockedon had a word of praise for the natives : 

The Tignards, inhabitants of this wild valley, speak .fin almost unintelligible 
patois, and they are said to be uncivil and brutish to strangers. The treatment 
I received from them left a different impression. 

• 

The following morning, he set out' for the Col de l'Iseran with a boy 
from La Val as guide : · · 

We ascended the valley a little way, but not so far as Forno, the highest 
commune in the Val de Tignes. Before we reached this little group of huts, 
we turned off on the right, and began a zig-zag ascent up the mountain -side. 
The morning spirit of the Alps was abroad. . . . On attaining the summit of 
the Col, an Alpine panorama was presented, which, of its class, I have never 
seen rivalled. From the crest the whole range of mountains from the Iseran 
to the Roche-Melon lay before me a vast extent of glaciers and snow, 'amidst 
which· upsprang a thousand pinnacles of rock and peaks of mountain. 

Brockedon had reached the summit in two hours from La Val, and in 
two hours more he was down at Bonneval. At Lanslebourg, he put 
up at his former quarters at the I-Iotel Royal the inn which had· been. 
known to earlier travellers as the Hotel d' Angleterre and the following 
day he crossed the 1\llont Cenis. Clouds concealed the Rochemelon, 
and a plan to ascend the Corne-Rossa was defeated by the weather. 
Brockedon descended to Susa, and then by way of Bardonneche and 
the Col de la Roue to Modane and Lanslebourg : 

Afmidnight it began to rain hard, and I congratulated myself upon being 
on the right side of the Alps. I had intended, if the weather were favourable, 
to get from Lanslebourg to Moutiers by the Col de Vanoise ~nd the valley of 
the Doron; but at four in the morning there was little prospect of the weather 
clearing up· to make such a passage safe. The people thought the season 
broken up, and I suddenly resolved, as there was a place to be had in a voiture 
about .to start for Chamberry, to take it as far as Aiguebelle. • • . · 

Brockedon thereupon returned to Albertvi'lle and Geneva. 

• • 

11 Blackwood, August 1836 . 
• 

• 
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The journal for 1833 begins at Lanslebourg: 
Our first enquiry was for a guide to accompany us over the Col de Lau

taret,12 and by the valleys of Viu and Lanzo to the Caravais in Piedmont. It 
had been conjectured by Albanis Beaumont that Hannibal had crossed the Alps 
by the Lautaret into Italy. This and the interesting letters of the Comte de 

· Mezzanile upon the valleys of Lanzo strongly induced us to attempt this pass, 
which few, if any, Englishmen had visited.13 

A guide soon presented himself: one Pierre Antoine Trag. Brockedon 
and his companion were irritated by his servile manners, and his hope 
of appointment appeared to rest mainly on the fact that he was beau 
frere to Monsieur the Syndic of Bessans. At Bessans, where they 

. arrived late, they were admitted by a decent looking mountaineer, who 
was introduced as Monsieur le Syndic : 

We soon found ourselves in a stable in which were a cow and a pet sheep. 
. . . Trag put down the lamp on a table, upon which there was a very dirty 
coarse cloth a proof to us that this was the salle a manger of such visitors as 
arrived at this mansion-house of the chief magistrate the clucking of fowls 
betrayed, by the dim light of the lamp, their roosts in one of two filthy sleeping
cribs. My friend and I looked at each other oddly but our surprise was 
increased when our mule also joined us in our chambre. There seemed to be 
no other place for the reception of the poor animal the whole affair was too 
absurd to leave us serious. ' 

• 

The party dined that night off eggs, butter, cheese and grisane, ' the 
excellent pipe-biscuit of Piedmont .... As a delicacy, some marmot, 
salted last season, was added, and what could be picked from it we 
relished; in taste it resembled highly flavoured ham.' M. le Syndic 
(J-B. Garinot) proved to be an intelligent and well informed man, 
and when the travellers set out at five next morning, they were accom
panied by Garinot as well as Trag and Bernard, the owners of the two 
mules. 

We crossed the torrent of the Averole, and ascending its right bank, looked 
upon the enormous precipices on the opposite side with a feeling of awe. A 
steep talus, formed by the mouldering for ages of these precipices, had half 
filled the valley ; while the glaciers which hung upon these mountains were seen, 
as if streaming down each opening or rift which served as a channel. The 
sterile appearance of the valley led us almost to doubt our finding a village 
among scenes so utterly desolate. A little barley was raised in a few miserable 
spots brought into cultivation, but so wretched was the situation of the in
habitants, that they had not even the means of dressing these little portions of 
their soil, for the dung of their cows and sheep was carefully collected to use 
as fuel. They had no . other. The pine forests with which other cold and 
mountainous regions are favoured, were withheld from them. One forn1erly 
existed in the neighbourhood. It was burnt, and the inhabitants of Averole 
have no m eans in their dreary winters of obtaining warmth but by using so 
foul a substitute. 

Above Averole, the mules were pushed and pulled up the precipitous 
paths. The party halted opposite ' the great glacier de la Roussa,' 
and whilst they rested, the ~yndic pointed out a flock of seven chamois 
crossing the glacier. A young goatherd joined the party, and the 

12 Col de l'Autaret. 13 Blackwood, January 1836. 
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journey was resumed.- Trag and Bemard proved to be ignorant of the 
route they had professed to know, and Bernard turned back ; but 
Garinot (who had not been this way for fifteen years) exerted himself, 
and at last they reached the pile of stones which marked the summit of 
the col: 

The first thousand feet of the descent proved difficult. Trag went 
one way, Garinot another : 

Soon Trag's voice thundered up the glacier, announcing that it would be 
certain destruction to proceed by the course Garinot was taking ; for, from 
where he was, he could see immediately below u s a fissure in the glacier half 
a mile long, and varying in width from one to five or six feet. This was con
cealed from us like a hawhaw, because the lower side had shrunk below the 
plane of the upper. Garinot, however, persevered, after desiring us to stand 
finnly where we were. Trag prayed, entreated, and cursed his obstinacy. 
At length the syndic saw his danger, and getting the lad to assist him, attempted 
to .,turn the mule and retrace his steps. In doing so, the poor beast slipped 
from them, and rolled over and over down the glacier, to our horror. It 
crossed the crevice at a spot which was fortunately narrow, but continued its 
frightful descent towards the lake, imbedding and leaving our luggage in the 
snow as it rolled over and over. Garinot lost not a moment; he dashed down
wards in a sitting posture, with greater speed than the mule rolled, and shot 
safely across the fissure. Trag also slid forward, perfectly understanding 
Garinot' s action. They met below the mule, and, when near the bottom, 
succ~eded in stopping it. Our situation during this scene cannot be imagined. 
We stood perfectly still .; the lad had rushed down to aid the man with the mule ; 
and, at length, one lifting it by the bridle, and another by the tail, the poor beast 
was poised and placed trembling upon its legs. · 

' 

Then the travellers were brought down, crawling carefully in order 
not to fall into the crevasse : 

At length we looked into the horrible abyss of the crevice, unable to perceive 
its bottom, probably a hundred feet below us ; but the beautiful and brilliant 
display of every tint of blue, from the delicate azure near the surface, to the 
intense blue in the darkness of its depth, was most striking. The upper edge 
along the whole line was fringed with enormous icicles several feet long, and 
much larger than my ann. \ 

The rest of the descent was accomplished .without further adventure, 
though at times the mule had to be lifted down bodily from ledge to 
ledge, Garinot taking the bridle, and Trag the tail. ' And this is the 
pass,' says Brockedon, ' by which Albanis Beaumont, in his history 
of the Graian Alps, conjectured that the army and elephants of Hannibal 
had passed ! , . 

From the Val de Viu, the party went down to Lanzo, and thence 
by carriage to Pont in the Va1 d'Orco. Brockedon's companion M-
went on to Turin by char, while Brockedon himself, with Matteo 
Trocano and Antonio Gearn as guides, went up the Val Soana, ·and 
after spending the night at the highest village, crossed the Col de Reale, 
the Col de Rice (Colle Larizza) and the Col de Ponton to reach the 
Fenetre de Champorcher and -so descend to Cogne_.14 Next morning 
there were three or four inches of snow, and Brockedon joinerl his 
friend and retreated over the Great St. Bemard. 

14 Blackwood, April 1836. ' 
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The tour of' 1834 began at Grenoble. The intention was to go up 
to Bourg St. Maurice and then cross the Col de la Vanoise to the valley 
of the Arc. The travellers arrived early at Bourg St. Maurice, and 
after putting up at the Hotel des Voyageurs they walked part of the way 
up the Little St. Bernard. On their way back, after crossing the 
Reclus, they saw a remarkable sight : 

. 

The evening was very beautiful, and we were struck by the appearance of 
one of the most splendid objects I ever saw in nature it seemed to be a mountain
peak shining like fire · not sunlit, . for that luminary had long been below the 
horizon, but bright as the moon, and appearing in the east, in the direction of 
the Mont Iseran. We enquired of several persons whom we met about this 
beautiful phenomenon the answer was ' It is the Brevet de Tignes, it always 
shines thus in the early part of the night in· fine weather.' 15 

Next morning, on their way to the Col du Mont, Brockedon and his 
friend passed by the same spot. They looked eagerly for the Brevet 
de Tignes, but could see no sign of it, or anything that could account 
for what they had seen. ' I have no conjecture upon the subject, the 
whole phenomenon is a mystery,' says Brockedon. , 

The business of the day, however, was the Col du Mont, ' a pass 
which, if not unknown, we heard had hitherto been untrodden by 
Englishmen.' An Englishman had, however, crossed by the Col du 
Clou, 'the next traversable place east of the Col du Mont,' about three . 
years before. The pass proved easy, and on the summit the travellers 
found the remains of the dry walls and redoubts thrown up by the 
Austro-Sardinian Army during the fighting of 1794 and 1795 : ' It 
is difficult to imagine that the horrors of war could reach places so 
retired from the world as the spot from which we now contemplated 
the evidence of the struggle which had taken place for the possession 
of this pass.' A little below the pass, there were large patches of red 
snow, ' which we found to be similar to the red snow mentioned by 
Captain Parry.' Encouraged by some shepherd boys, Brockedon and 
his companions descended in a sitting glissade and experienced no 
inconvenience except that· the snow consolidated into ice and stuck 
to their clothes. 

• • 

In the Val Grisanche, they went down to Seris to find an inn: 
-We entered a perfect den, then ascended, by a flight of stone stairs, to two 

dirty chambers. . Our host might have played the veriest brigand, without any 
addition to his costume. His sturdy form and huge whiskers gave him a 
ruffianly appearance quite at variance with his good-humoured desire to serve 
us as well as he could. · 

• 

From Ser.is, they went down to the Val d'Aosta and on to St. Didier, 
where they ascended the Cramont, and then returned to Bourg St. 
Maurice by the Little St. Bernard. The plan to cross the Col de la 
Vanoise was abandoned in favour of an excursion to Chapui (les 
Chapieux) at the foot of the Col du Bonhomme, and the party then 
returned to Moutiers by carriage .. 

15 Blackwood, March 1836. 
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At the end of this journey of 1834 or at the beginning of the journey 
of 1835, Brockedon crossed the ·col de la Vanoise.16 No reference to 
this crossing occurs in the Extracts, but we can easily supplement 
our inforn1ation about Brockedon's travels by reference to Murray's 
Handbook. The whole of the section dealing with the Graians in the 
first edition of Murray ( 1838) was written by .Brockedon ; and iri his 
general introduction Murray expressly tells us_ tb~t the writer of this 
section had visited all the places he describes. Speaking of Pralognan, 
Brockedon says : · 

The beautiful meadows and calm retirement of the valley of Pralorgnan is 
very striking .... On entering the village, a narrow lane on the left leads to 
the only inn. . . . Miserable accommodation only can be obtained.17 

He goes on to describe the approach to the Col de la Vanoise : 
Nothing can exceed the savage solitude of the spot, surrounded by black 

precipices and glaciers .... Having sU'rmounted the difficulty, the traveller, 
after crossing a few patches of snow, enters upon an open plain, covered with 
rich pasturages, but bounded by enormous glaciers and inaccessible peaks. 
On the plain of the Col, which is now gradual to the summit, poles are placed 
to guide travellers when snow conceals the track. The path is long and tedious, 
across these solitudes, from the glaciers of the Vanoise to the summit. Three 
little lakes are passed. . . . · 

• 

Then down to Entre deux Eaux: . 'Milk, cheese, and butter, perhaps 
eggs, may be got at the chalets.' . · 

. In 1835 Brockedon was again at Lanslebourg. He and his com
pani<?n left their luggage there, and walked up the Mont Cenis by the 
old road. Brockedon's object was to examine the Col de Clairee, one 

, of the passes believed to have been crossed by the W aldenses in the 
Glorieuse Rentree of 1689. But in the morning the vent de Lombardie 
~the bad weather wind was blowing, and there was nothing to do . 
but wait. ' The day began to hang heavily on us.' The travellers · 
got out the bowls and threw . them about in the remise till they were 
tired. Next day the weather was worse, and there was nothing to do 
but look at the poor cows trying to shelter in the remise, and to read 
parts of a two-volume novel belonging to one of the chambermaids~ 
The third morning, how~ver, they were roused by their guide at half 
past three. The wind was blowing from Savoy ; but clouds still 
hung heavily on the summits, and it was six before the travellers 
started for the Petit Mont Cenis, which they reached in two hours. 
Occasionally, through openings in the clouds, they could see the Grand 
Vallon. An easy walk brought them to the Col de Clairee, and below 
they saw a deep, abrupt valley in which ' the white clouds boiled and 
rolled as in a cauldron.' A steep descent, 'the steepest that I ever 
traversed,' led. down to the valley and to Susa. 

From Susa, they went on to Turin, where Brocke·don met the 
Comte de Mezzenile, 18 who told him that the glaciers of the Col de 

. 
[16 In the narrative of 1836, Brockedon appears to be familiar with the pass; 

up to I 834 the crossing of the pass was one of his persistent ambitions. -
11 Murray, Handbook for Travellers in Switzerland and the Alps, 1838. 
18 Author of Lettres sur les Vallees de Lanzo, 1823. 

• • 
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la Galise were in bad condition. Brockedon, however, was anxious 
to examine the Ceresole valley and to inspect the Co.l de la Galise, and 
therefore drove back to Pont Canavese. Starting at about 3 P.M. 
from Pont, the party (with Matteo Trocano and· the smuggler Gialno 
Busana, called ' Frioul,' or ' B.olt,' from his frequent visits to pris·on) 
reached Locana. 'We were received at the Three Pigeons by three 
millions o£ fleas.' Passport officers were troublesome too, .but at 
eight next morning the party set off up the Val d'Orco, and beyond · 
N oasca came to an effervescent spring. ' I quaffed a glass _of it with 
a little brandy, and it was a most .delicious draught, far superior. to any 
soda water that I ever drank.' Soon thev reached the little church of 

ol 

Ceresole, ' surrounded by deep meadows of singular beauty, and in so 
savage a situation, that it appeared like the happy valley of Rasselas.' 
Three hours later they reached the chalets of Chapis (Chiapili), and 
halted for the night. . 
. At seven next morning they set out for the Galise. The barrier 
of rocks called the Petit Coluret gave -some trouble, especially to 
Brockedon, whose left arm was in a sling as a result of an accident 
the previous day : 

. 
We were directed by our guides, one of whom led the way, to climb round 

the face of the rock on ledges scarcely wider than a hand' s breadth apd these 
were sometimes sloping where rocks overhung a fearful depth. 

~ 

Above, they reached the plain of Belotta, the bed of an ancient lake, 
and so on to the Grand Coluret, where Matteo helped Brockedon up 

· the steep slopes with the aid of a knotted rope : 
\ 

In a few minutes we got to the back of the great glacier of the lseran, which 
overlooks the Tarentaise. Its abrupt thickness at the top, where it rested 
against the mountain which we had climbed, was ·about forty feet. Our guides 
cut holes in the ice for stepping-places, and having sunnounted it, pulled us up. 
Here we were repaid for all our toil by one of the most magnificent views. which, 
of its class of scenery, it was possible to have had presented to us. . . . The 
deep blue of the sky.; and the short feeble report of fire-arms, were. evidence of 
the great elevation we had attained, which I think was between I I ,ooo and 
12,ooo English feet; · but slight as the report of a gun was, its echo, as it re
verberated from the mountains and precipices around us, was magnificent, .and 
in these regions of silence, impressive . 

. 
The party,walked down the glacier towards Tignes for about soo yards, 
but were deterred from further exploration by lack of time and by . 
fear of crevasses. The return proved easier than had been expected: 
the Petit Coluret was descended by a cleft filled with· loose soil; and 
in twelve hours from starting the party were back at Chiapili. Next 
day they crossed the Col de Nivolet and went down the Val Savaranche. 

In 1836, Brockedon set out to ·make drawings to illustrate Beattie's 
book on the W aldenses : 

On my return to Geneva from Chaniouny the business of my journey com
menced, which was to trace the cour~e of Henri Arnaud, who . with the Wal
denses, or Vaudois, under his command and guidance, left Switzerland on the 
I 6th August, I 689, fo return to their native valleys in Piedmont whence they 
had been expatriated very early in the. year I 687.19 

. 
19 Fraser's Magazine, February 1839· • 
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From I voire, Brockedon went by way of B·eaufort and Les Chapieux 
to Bourg St. Maurice, where 1?-e engaged his former guide, the younger 
Mayet, to accompany him again to La Val, and if 1:1ecessary across the 
Iseran. Passing through Ste Foi, Brockedon again. admired the Mont 
Pourri : 'that magnificent mountain, which I still think the most 
beautiful in form that I have ever seen.' The gorge above Tignes 
impressed him in much the· same way as the Simplon impressed 
W ordsworth : , · 

In the last forest, the trees are, from their elevation, stunted and decayed, 
and add a more sterile and savage character to this secluded spot ; the rocks 
are more bare, are thrown about in wilder disorder, and the fury of the torrent ' 
in winter leaves more memorials. Rocks of enormous height, bare even of 
lichen, fearfully overhang the path, and thousands of fallen masses and detritus, 
_prove their constant detachment, by frost and other causes, from the mountains 
above. Within a very short distance, three alpine bridges are thrown across 
the torrent, that places of the greatest danger may be avoided, by crossing to 

· the. other side. . . . · On looking up at the enormous glaciers of the Iseran, I 
saw, with much pleasure, the spot to which. I had climbed by the Galese. A 
notch in the peaks above it marked the summit of the Grand Colur~t, wp.ence 
I had looked.down upon the Val d'Isere. · 

' . 

At La Val, Brockedo.n was instantly recognised by the little pigtailed 
aubergiste, and for a fee of forty sous Brockedon engaged him to come 
next day with himself and Philippe Mayet to the top of the pass : 

The ground was covered with a .greater ·profusion of flowers than on my 
fornaer passage; myriads of heartsease, highly scented, gentianella, sassafrage, 
and carlina, the glacialis ranunculus, and other alpine flowers oversp~ead the 
ground even to the crest of the pass. There were other crosses since my last 
visit: ohe of a murder, another of a poor soldier, found dead from cold arid 
exhaustion. · 

A~ Bonneval, the aubergiste of the village(' the filth and fumes of his 
den entitled him, with more propriety, to take the title of swineherd 
of Bonneval ') said that last week he had crossed the Col Girard with 
the two sons of the English ambassador at Turin : 20 they had reached 
the summit in four hours from Bonneval and descended in two, to. the 
hamlet of Gros Cavallo. 

' 

We need not follow Brockedon dowQ. past Bessans (where he enquired 
for Garinot) and across the Mont Cenis to the valleys of the Vaudois~ He 
·returned by way of Turin, starting at four in the evening, reached the 
summit of the Mont ·cenis at two in the morning, and Lanslebourg·at five . 

• 

. Then.ce, for the fourth time, through the Maurienne, to St. Jean, where I 
met a Piedmontese jockey, who was on his way back from England with twelve 
herses and three dogs a bulldog, a King Charles's, and a pointer; these had 
been bought for the King of Sardinia: he had three English grooms with .him. 

20 Sir Augustus John Foster, Bart .. , His Majesty's Envoy Extraordinary and 
Ministe·r Plenipotentiary at the Court of Sardinia ffom 1825 until I 840. 

(To be Concluded) • 
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